303-828-3452
4051 NE County Line Rd, Erie, CO 80516

Honoring Learning, Building Relationships,
Promoting Play!

www.exploringmindsacademy.com

Exploring Minds Academy E-Packet
Thank you so much for requesting more information about Exploring Minds
Academy. We are thrilled that you are looking for the absolute best early
education opportunity for your family! We have included some information
about our many programs and services here at Exploring Minds Academy. You
can also find more information on our website. Please do not hesitate to give us
a call if you have any questions. And, if you have not already done so, call now to
schedule a time to come see our facility! We know you are going to love it!
We look forward to meeting you and your family,
Your Center Management Team

Pamela Piekarski

Sandy Akers-Peterson

Joao Soares

Owner/ CEO

Center Director

Business Manager

Infant Program
Our infant program is devoted to the
well-being of your child. They will run
the show in their classroom, eating and
sleeping on demand. Our high-quality
staff follow Safe Sleep guidelines and
will develop relationships with your
baby, fostering optimal learning. Along
with the holding, cuddling and cooing
you expect, your infant will play with
colors, numbers and shapes, sing songs
and look at books. Our infant program is
science-based, responsive, and top
notch!

Toddler Program
Toddlers are naturally curious and eager
little learners. Their brains are like sponges,
absorbing all the knowledge they can. That
is why each day in our toddler program is
filled with learning activities disguised as
fun, designed to promote your toddler’s
blossoming independence, develop their
social skills and foster self-confidence. Our
teachers are knowledgeable about the everchanging development of toddlers and can
easily adapt programs and activities to your
individual child’s age and stage. You will love
our program and will be amazed at just how
much your toddler will learn in our super
fun Toddler Class!

“I love Exploring
Minds—my daughter
is in the infant room
and loves going to
school. They do art
projects, play, sing
songs, and talk to the
infants too. It is such
a great atmosphere!
All the teachers are
great, and Mrs.
Sharon is wonderful!”
Jackie Uttley

“The teachers here
are kind and loving
with the kids. Lots of
outside time and
creative play for the
toddlers.”
Kate Chamberlin

Preschool Program
Our 2–3-year-olds are so excited to learn
how to be ‘big kids’ (i.e. preschoolers), and
we’re here to help them take their next big
steps. The days in this classroom are more
structured than in the toddler class to
prepare your child for the Pre-K class. They
will have daily circle time, arts & crafts,
stories, songs, and dancing. Teachers will
also work with your child on small motor
skills such as holding crayons/pencils and
cutting with scissors. Our room is organized
into centers which allow them to explore
areas that interest them. It is our goal to
provide your child with an environment rich
in language and an array of hands-on
learning activities promoting math, science,
art and social-emotional development.

Pre-Kindergarten Program
Our Pre-Kindergarten classroom is focused
on school readiness. We are dedicated to
ensuring that your child is ready for
kindergarten and continued success
throughout their academic careers. Our
teachers will work to build confidence and
independence by providing activities to help
your child become a problem solver and
lifelong learner. Social skills will be nurtured
and developed to show them how to be a
good friend, while classroom jobs introduce
the concepts of responsibility and reliability.
We will partner with you to provide a rich
and stimulating academic foundation for
your child.

“Our daughter has
attended this daycare
for about two years
(toddler and preschool) and we have
been very happy with
them. They are big
advocates for outdoor
time, which I love, and
their days seem very
well structured with
times for creativity,
learning and play. They
are very affordable
compared to other
daycares in the area
and they provide
healthy meals, which is
a big convenience for
the parents. Our
toddler is happy and
thriving and enjoys her
days at Exploring
Minds Academy.”
Jean Lewis

School-age Program
Our Before/After school-age program offers
transportation to our local schools, and our
Homework Club provides a quiet space to get
school assignments done. Having the ability
to build strong interpersonal relationships
will help your student become more selfconfident and enjoy rewarding interactions
with their peers. We encourage the
development of social-emotional skills to help
your child grow emotionally intelligent and
aware of how their interactions affect others.
Our outdoor playground is open for your
child to expend all that pent-up energy and
enjoy some exercise with their friends.

Summer Camps
Summer Camps at Exploring Minds Academy
include amazing field trips and activities. Our
Science Club conducts experiments that can
help your child develop organization skills,
strengthen critical thinking, and explore their
senses. Learning engineering fundamentals is
an exciting adventure in our Lego Club. In our
Movie Makers Club, your child can write
scripts, make props, and film scenes to create
their own films. We promote active lifestyles
with our version of the award-winning 1oo
Mile Club program. Our Cooking Club helps
lay the foundation for healthy eating with
delicious child-made meals. And finally,
children can enhance their fine motor skills
and learn self-expression with creative
projects in our Art Club.

“My grandbabies have
been taken care of and
well treated at
Exploring Minds. They
have reinforced my
desire that the girls
learn to be polite and
kind to others and it
shows in their play. I
would recommend this
academy to any
parents or
grandparents looking
for a safe place for
learning and growing.”
Mike Farr

“I was a kid here, and it
is amazing. The
teachers are nice and it
is very fun.”
Michael Thalacker

Free Meals & Snacks
All meals and snacks are provided to all enrolled
children at no extra cost. We serve a delicious
lunch and morning and afternoon snacks made
from the highest quality ingredients and free of
nuts, dyes, and preservatives. Just because food
is healthy, doesn’t mean it has to taste bland!

Secure Entry System
Only authorized persons are allowed enter the
building by using their pin number in our
secure entry system. Any unknown person
MUST ring the bell for entry by staff, ensuring
your munchkin’s safety every day!

“Our son has been
attending Exploring
Minds since he was 2
months old. We love
all of the teachers
and love the great
learning
environment. They
truly care about all of
the children and
want to prepare
them for their future.
😊”
Angie Carpenter

Parent Communication App
Our teachers communicate your child’s daily
activities with you through our COR Advantage
Kaymbu app. Diapers, bottles, meals, naps, and
activities are all entered, as well as reminders for
supplies and upcoming events! Cor Advantage is
also our observation-based assessment tool that is
designed to measure your child’s progress as
demonstrated during daily activities.

Enrichment Programs
Enrichments like yoga, second languages,
music, and art foster creativity, benefit
vocabulary, strengthen motor skills, and
improve self-regulation.

On-Site Gardens
Exploring Minds Academy participates in the
Farm to Early Childhood Education Program.
Our children and families plant our gardens
together. We talk about planting and growing
vegetables and the benefits of healthy eating.
The children plant tomatoes, cucumbers,
zucchini, peppers, green beans, carrots, and
pumpkins. The children participate in the
planting, caring of and picking of the
vegetables. Then they get to eat!

Amazing Playgrounds
Whether your little ones want to interact
with the insects in the gardens, run, jump,
and climb on our enclosed play are with
their friends, play music on the music wall,
or make mud pies in the mud kitchen we
provide acres of space for them to exercise
and roam to their hearts’ content!

"We love this cozy little
center. The staff and
teachers do a great job of
staying organized with
activities that the kids
actually make or
participate in. They have
focused daily lessons at
circle time. They
accommodate our
transportation needs by
taking our child and
picking him up from his
pre-K program. They also
provide transportation to
many other full and half
day school programs. The
program is truly affordable
unlike most and I feel like
they do just as much with
the kids if not more. Our
community should help
this place thrive; It has
been a part of the
community for a very long
time. It may not be brand
new, but they are well
established.”
Melynda Oliver
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Our Rates
Classroom

Rate

Due Date

Infant: 2weeks – 12 months

$1475 / month

By the 3rd of each month

Toddler: 12 months – 2 ½ years

$1300 / month

By the 3rd of each month

Preschool 2 ½ - 5 years (not potty trained)

$1200 / month

By the 3rd of each month

Preschool: 2 ½ - 5 years (potty trained)

$1150 / month

By the 3rd of each month

School-age Options

Rate

Due Date

School-age Program

$150 / week

By each Monday

School-age Camp

$230 / week

By each Monday

Drop-in for K – School age

$50 / day

Due on the day

•

•

•
•

•
•
•

Due dates: Monthly tuitions are due in full by the 3rd of each month and considered overdue by the 5th of
each month. Weekly tuitions are due in full by Monday and considered overdue if not paid by Tuesday.
o There are no credits provided for absences.
o Full tuition is expected even in the event a classroom is closed as mandated by the Boulder County
Public Health Department and/or the child is quarantined due to potential exposure.
District Preschool Programs Attendance: Full tuition is expected even if your child attends a District
Preschool Program. We recommend you set up your child to attend the PM session. This will provide your
child with learning in the morning and the afternoon.
Payment methods: We accept tuition in the form of personal check, money order or cash.
CCAP: We accept families who use the Colorado Childcare Assistance Program. The parent / guardian is
expected to pay the Parent Fee as designated by CCAP. This is due by the 5th of each month. Absences or
missed entries over the county limit provided is to be paid by the parent within the month it is charged.
Transportation: Rides to and from elementary schools and field trips are included in the weekly tuition.
Late pick-up fee: This is $15 for the first 15 minutes or a portion thereof. (For example, 5:31pm – 5:45pm =
$15, 5:46pm – 6:00pm = $30, etc.)
Drop off time: Children must be dropped off by 9:00 as that is the start of the school day and it ensures
that they are present for our activities and research-based curriculum. Any child not dropped off by 9:00
may not be allowed to stay. Exceptions may be allowed due to prescheduled appointments.

